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When disaster

Minutes affer the May 2 carth-
quake seat shock waves through the
sky Yalley, nomal lines of commu-
nication began 1o fail, The 911 sys-
tem jammed and even police radio
Syatems became unrelishie as their
Irequencics were relegated for emer-
ECnCy use

Yot within minuses afier the di-
LIERer, 3 swsnem for relaying iafor-
mation 1 the Snohomish County
Emergency Management offics had
already bocm S2f in motioa.

The information was dispasched
{rowm ham radio operalons who were
a8 the air waves reporing condi-
Le0inE O downtd pheons lines, power
outages, and damages in the arca.

“Right off thse bat we had & precty
good ovemll view of how the anea
was affected; we could soe that
Moarce and Duvall wene the hardest
hie,™ zaid Saeve Wheeker, wha beads
up RACES, Radio Amalewr Civil
Emergency Servioe, forithe county s
CMErgEncy management program,

Wheeler said RACES , with about
2000 ersesm b county - wide, has boen
in operation since Lhe 1930's, bat

“the program god reborn back in
[992. We grew {rom just a handful
of operabors 1o 205, said Wheeler,

“Ham operators have a long his-
tory of providing nedessary Com-
menicabion links in omees of disxster

of other cmergency, said Dawid
Axe, a member of RACES and vice
president of the Sky Valley Ham
Radia Operaters clab. “When we're
pecded, we come out of e woad-
work and help.”

The Sky Valley club, with mem-
bershap reaching from the city of
Snohomish o Skykomish, ©is in a
pnique position o help the vallcy,
because we're spread oul over a
large amd,” Sud Axe

Receatly, the elub was presented
with S500 fecam the city of Sultan io
help csablish emergency stations at

strikes, hams are on the air
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Students take Heensing erame ol the January meeting of the Sky Valley Ham Radis Operaiors ta Sultdn. Froas now,
Robby Hicks, 15, Liowd Meatrade, 13 aad Jetsie famspard, 10 antwer queitions on the fimed exes fa back, left io
righr. Sky Valley Mam Radio Operators Bill Trippeit, David Axe, club vice presidenr, and Ersic Alltop, president,

ehe fire station asd city hall.

“The moacy is greatly appreciaied,”
said Emie Allsop, club president. He
said much of the funds would go bo-
ward oulfitieg & repeaber Antcnag,
“which will [acilithle Our emeergency
work wp bere, We lock forward o
working with police and fire units 10
help out the Bexi Lime there's an enser-
gersy.”

The club has also installed pwo dual
band antennaes on top of the fire sta-
tion and city hall Incate of a disaster,
radiooperaiors willl cne 6 w0 a prede-
termined froqoeney and begin the ik
of assembling informatson which <
b relayed 1o the proper autboritses.

The Sky Valley Ham Radio Opera-

foisc bab, which meets at s aum. on the
third Satarday of every month at the
Duteh Cup restyarant, has 3 meembee-
ship of sbcal 45 radio operalons, in-
cluding scveral studengs.

Jesshe Jamigard 10, a thind grader,
b beoent interessed in radeod fiof sev-
eral years, Her parcnts, Rbck amd
Theresa, are both hami, “0ne of the
fun things we do i play with morse
e, ™ wuid Bick. "1 have a get i my
car, and o e weay Boemie Feoen work
11l call i msessages for her to deci-
pher.” Knowledge of morse code is
peccssary for radio Operators o re-
ceived advanced leenses,

Jegsie, wiv bebangs 1o a stodenls
pdio club 31 Emerson Elemanlary
School taught by third grade seacher

Gary Evans, Lam fall, Evans and his
chass communcated with an  astro-
Eaglon the heary space sl for 15
mivaied

Ab the clab's Jaauary mecting,
Jesiee was one of theee pudents tk-
ing operator sests. Lloyd Hencrude,
13, and Rsbby Hachs, 15, both bave
povice licenses and wiore Micing i
poch oo ooda pept. Hemdrpode sasd ham
radsos were sometbung Be tsought
akoot doing for 3 whale. “The L called
Radiy Shack, and got staned.” he
sadd.

Robby Hicks, 1%, sad be began
being imterested in radios listening to
the police scanner. ™1 just enjoy work-
ing with radio, This is something |
want o keop dalng.”




